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On the one hand, we have traditional science, based on the premises of materialism, reductionism,

and randomness, with a belief that reality consists solely of matter and energy, that everything can

be measured in the laboratory or observed by a telescope. If it canâ€™t, it doesnâ€™t exist. On the

other hand, we have traditional religious dogma concerning God that fails to take into account

evolution, a 4.6 billion-year-old Earth, and the conflicting claims of the worldâ€™s religions. In The

God Theory, Bernard Haisch discards both these worldviews and proposes a theory that provides

purpose for our lives while at the same time is completely consistent with everything we have

discovered about the universe and life on Earth. To wit, Newton was right â€” there is a God â€” and

wrong â€” this is not merely a material world. Haisch proposes that science will explain God and God

will explain science. Consciousness is not a mere epiphenomenon of the brain; it is our connection

to God, the source of all consciousness. Ultimately it is consciousness that creates matter and not

vice versa. New discoveries in physics point to a background sea of quantum light underlying the

universe. The God Theory offers a worldview that incorporates cutting-edge science and ancient

mystical knowledge. This is nothing less than a revolution in our understanding.
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Bernard Haisch is an eminent astrophysicist who is a member of an increasingly large group of

prominent scientists who are trying to bridge the seemingly impossible divide between the

conventional Reductionist worldview, Creationism and Intelligent Design. For over a century it has

seemed as if there is no possible way to reconcile the camps that seem to be totally at loggerheads

with each other.Haisch begins with two observations: First, what we often call the "Goldilocks

Theory:" why is it that certain key physical constants have just the right values to make life possible.

The term is also applied to describe the key zones around a sun - not too hot and not too cold - in

which planets are conducive to the development of carbon-based life forms. The second starting

point is a phrase that is found in many religious traditions around the world, from the Middle East to

India and China: "Let there be light, and there was light." He believes that consciousness is our

connection to God, who, or which, is the source of all consciousness. This infinite conscious

intelligence has infinite potential, and its ideas become the laws of physics. In his view the purpose

of the Universe is the transformation of potential into experience. So consciousness is the origin of

matter, the laws of natures and of all the universes that may exist.Bernard is the co-author of a

remarkable theory about inertia: that it is the property of matter that gives it substance, and that this

solid matter is sustained by an underlying sea of quantum light: the zero-point. It is good to

remember that one of the most celebrated theories of all time - Einstein's theory of special relativity -

is based on the properties of light.

I believe that God exists -- it is only that I don't know what God actually is. Perhaps Mister Haisch

has God pegged via his unique theory.It's an interesting theory (a synthesis of science and

spirtuality) in which the author believes that God is attempting to experience His full measure of

potential "as God" by actualizing Himself through each human being within the physical realm. (We

are His incarnations.)Just a few random things in general about it:He comes down hard against the

materialism (the belief that reality consists of matter and energy and nothing else) and reductionism

(the belief that complex things can be explained by examining their constituent parts only) of

scientists who refuse to accomodate even the "possibility of the spiritual", but he's equally critical of

the massive failings of religion.He focuses on the "Zero-Point Field" -- A special light energy that is

supposed to inhabit all of space as mandated by the Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle. He explores

the possibility that this background sea of quantum light existing throughout the universe (the

zero-point field) is what makes matter the solid and stable stuff that it is.He proposes that

"consciousness" gives rise to matter and not vice versa -- it is the primary stuff of reality shaping



and directing matter by an "infinite intelligence" dreaming up an infinite variety of laws and physical

constant values and then letting them play out in all their varieties in this and other

universes.Though I don't embrace the "God Theory" outright, I can't dismiss the idea out of hand

because he makes a somewhat compelling case for it.

The God Theory brings together some interesting ideas. Although none of the ideas presented are

new, this quick compilation is a great way to get your interests flowing in a variety of exciting

directions. The book appears to focus on two primary points:First, that "God" is an infinite potential

that has chosen to experience and realize its potential by creating our universe (and perhaps

others) with its will manifested as the laws of physics and its being manifested as living creatures --

us. Haisch calls this The God Theory, although the idea was made a very popular a while back by

Neale Donald Walsch in his Conversations With God series, in which he wrote extensively on this

exact concept (Haisch does mention Walsch).Second, that the reductionist,

if-it's-not-matter-or-energy-then-it's-not-there attitude of modern day science is misguided. In my

opinion, Haisch made this point ad nauseam, returning to it at every turn and making me think that

he's got some bones to pick with some of his contemporaries. He could have made this point once

or thrice then moved on, especially given that his main reason for choosing a God Theory universe

over modern science's soulless, dumb universe is because science's view is a less pleasant way to

describe the data -- rather than less valid way, since neither view answers "how did it start?" or

"what does it mean?" in any way that is remotely provable.But, aside from my complaints (that The

God Theory is simply a repackaged version of the ideas of Walsch, and probably many others, into

what you might have thought would be a new theory, and that Haisch burned too many pages

beating the God-less reductionist dead horse), the book throws out some tantalizing tidbits and

ideas.
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